
Dear St. Odilia Families,

On July 31st, we hosted our first ever virtual BLOOM Bash. As this was my inaugural BLOOM 
event, I really had no idea what to expect. I had heard so much about what a great 
event this is and the continued generosity of the community, but hosting BLOOM virtually 
was new and, frankly, out of our wheelhouse. As it turned out, everything I heard about 
the support of this event was completely true and it was an amazing success!

Two key components made this event successful: generous donors and exceptional 
volunteers! Together with donations for the on-line auction, people who won (I like to think 
of it as “winning!”) the items, donors for Fund-a-Need, Week of Wishes donations, and 
challenge grant dollars from CSCOE and the Schulze Family Foundation, we were able to 
raise over $160,000! Truly amazing and heart-filling to see people choose to be so 
generous for the kids at St. Odilia. Every dollar raised for BLOOM goes right back to the 
school and directly impacts the students.

As you know, BLOOM would not happen without volunteers who give their time, energy, 
skills, and heart to put together an incredible event. Our co-chairs this year were Kristin 
Dacey and Erin Maki, and I do believe they share a middle name: Flexible! The two of 
them started working many months ago to plan an in-person event, and we all know what 
happened next… COVID became a part of our lives and everything was put on hold. 
After some time, thought, and research, the decision was made to create an in-person 
outdoor event. However, as we approached the date, we continued to evaluate and 
determined that a virtual event was the best decision for the time and situation. Within 2 
weeks, Kristin and Erin shifted from the in-person event to a virtual event, and they 
knocked it out of the park!

In addition, Kristin, Erin, and I would like to thank the following people: Nikki Giel for 
helping us navigate through a virtual event, but especially for putting together the 
fantastic video and helping with the communication through social media. Jolene 
Twombly and Michelle Hoemann for working tirelessly to get items for our auction. 
Between the two of them, they brought in almost all of our silent auction items! Kelli 
Schmitz for helping with communications and graphic design. Neesha Neumann for 
managing all of our sponsorships. Tracy Umezu for doing all of the beautiful class artwork. 
Angie Donohoo for organizing all of our class baskets. Jaclyn Davern who managed Week 
of Wishes and Great Gatherings, as well as provided support in many different areas. 
Finally, we want to recognize all of our sponsors and support their businesses that helped 
make our event such a success.  Thank you SO much!

Having a successful fundraiser is clearly more than hosting an event. BLOOM has been and 
continues to be successful because of the amazing support you all show for St. Odilia 
School! This support comes in the form of donations, but also in the form of volunteers who 
give so much of themselves to make it happen. Thank you, all, for your true generosity this 
year to make the first (and hopefully, last!) virtual BLOOM incredibly successful!

With gratitude,

Vicki K Marvin

August 12, 2020

https://www.bloom-gala.com/

